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The Parable of the Good Samaritan 

 

 If you are new to Exploring Scripture, for this reflection, I practice 

lectio divina when reading the following Sunday’s scripture by reflecting 

on a word, phrase, or image that draws my attention. During the 

Thursday class, we practice lectio divina together, and we reflect and 

explore the word, phrase, or image that draws our attention in that 

setting. We spend half the class sharing our words and engaging in 

conversation about them. If you can’t attend the class, I invite you to 

practice lectio divina on your own and reflect on what the Spirit brings to 

your attention. (If you’ve never practiced lectio divina, I can send you the 

instructions.) Reflecting on the scripture before Worship deepens our 

engagement in Worship and with the Holy Spirit. 

 We begin our exploring with the well-known parable of the Good 

Samaritan. Jesus tells this story as an illustration to define, “Who is my 

neighbor?” (v.29), a question asked by a legal expert. If we take another 

step back, it attempts to answer the lawyer’s original question: “What 

must I do to inherit eternal life?” (v.25). A lawyer tries to test Jesus by 

asking this question, but Jesus knows his hidden agenda. He turns it back 

to the lawyer and asks: “What is written in the law? What do you read 

there?” (v.26). The lawyer would certainly know what the law says, yet 

Jesus infers that the lawyer may be massaging the truth to fit his own 

preference. The lawyer answers by saying one must love God and 

neighbor to inherit eternal life. He already knows the answer, so why 

does he ask the question? What exactly was his hidden agenda? 

Scripture tells us the lawyer was “looking for a loophole” (v.29, MSG). 

Perhaps the lawyer knows exactly what to do to inherit eternal life, and 

he knows exactly who his neighbor is, yet he doesn’t really want to do 

what the law says. For Jesus to use the third person, a Samaritan, as an 



example to follow, Jesus could indicate that a neighbor is even a sworn 

enemy. Remember, Jews and Samaritans hated one another. Perhaps the 

lawyer didn’t view Samaritans as neighbors and was hoping Jesus would 

provide a different definition of neighbor to let him off the hook. 

 The phrase that drew my attention this week was “hands of robbers” 

(v.33). I can see the angry and violent hands beating, stripping, robbing, 

and leaving the person half dead. The injured person was physically 

robbed, but I wonder if the injuries go deeper. These hands also robbed 

the person’s dignity, identity, independence, and general welfare. We 

don’t know who the injured person was, but he was left there helpless 

and vulnerable. 

 Jesus asks at the end of the story, “Which of these three, do you 

think, was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?” 

(v.36). However, my question is “Who are the robbers?” Were there 

only one set of robbers’ hands? When the priest and Levite passed him 

by, they robbed him of compassion and mercy. Does the lawyer have 

robber’s hands? He was robbing the truth by justifying his actions or 

inactions. What about the hands we offer to our neighbors? Are they the 

hands of robbers? Are we robbing our neighbors their rights, dignity, and 

compassion? Are we robbing them from experiencing Christ’s love? 

Jesus tells the story to define “neighbor” as one who shows mercy, but 

I think our neighbor is also the one who was injured. The priest and the 

Levite are also neighbors. Sometimes we’re the neighbor who needs help, 

and sometimes we’re the neighbor who shows compassion. We’re called 

to love our neighbors even when they don’t show us compassion. I think 

the real question that Jesus asks us is: Will our hands steal and injure or 

will our hands offer compassion? Will our hands extend Christ’s love? 

 

Reflection questions: 

Have you ever known the right thing to do, but you don’t want to do it?  

Do you look for loopholes when you already know the answer?   

Do you ever have a hidden agenda to justify your own actions, or are you open to 

facing the truth?  

Do you have a spirit of testing Jesus or do you have a spirit of loving God and 

neighbor? 

What neighbors of ours have fallen into the hands of robbers? How can 

we show them mercy?  


